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When The Commercial Observer first set out to survey New York City’s most venerable 
commercial real estate owners in our inaugural Owners Inquisition last year, the old 
guard at some of Manhattan’s largest public relations firms pushed back, presuming their 
clients might wilt in the face of questions about their personal role models, biggest fears 
and market forecasts. 
 
One year later, however, our second annual Owners Magazine is better than ever, with 
even more real estate owners gamely discussing topics as serious as what the next 
mayor’s priorities should be and as silly as what actor they would choose to play them in 
the movie of their life (Hint: George Clooney in most cases)……. 
 
Between July and September, we sent questionnaires to the media liaisons of nearly 100 
of the largest Manhattan real estate owners, asking that they forward the questions to 
their company presidents, chief executives and chairmen. In some cases, we reached out 
to the principals themselves and to managing directors or anyone else with access to 
decision-makers. Still later, we publicized the project through advertisements in The 
Commercial Observer and other avenues. 
 
As a result, the who’s who of commercial real estate owners that follows is a nice cross-
section of strong personalities, young up-and-comers and brash industry veterans, all 
going above and beyond to share their insights with the community they lead.
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