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Hotel Pla,ns che Protests

Displaced Tenants Await Compensation After Construction Forces Evacuations

By AarExiE Min

Mans by Wyndham Hotels &
Resprts o open Chinatown's
largest hotel Face a possible
community protest tied to the
demolition of a neighboring
apsrtment ballding ard the evac
uation of s tenanits,

A wenture that includes devel-
oper Willlam 5u has bean baikd-
ing & 108-room hotel at the cor-
ner of Bowery and Hester Street.
The mational chain Wyndham
Garden plans to open an 1H-stary
facility mext yenr.

But the construction caused
unsafe conditions that in 2008
forced the evacuation and demo-
lition of & pelghboring 11-undt
apartment building in which
about S0 low- and moderate-in-
come residents were Hving. Mr
Su also owns an interest in 128
Hester St., according to his at-
tormey, Stwart Klein, Mr. Klein
dectined to comment on the size
of Mr, Su's afake in either prop-
erty.

Last year, the state Division of
Hoasing and Community He-
merwial prdered the owner of 128
Hester to pay relocation henefits
to mlne tenants who brought an
actbon against him The owner,
winn hasn®t paid any compémsa-
thom, is appealing that ruling.
John Govman, the attormey rep-
resenting the temanis, estimates
that each tenant is entitled to
compensation of  $60,00{ and
#00,000 each. Mr. Klein declined
to cormamEnt on the fiare.

A community group that has
alipned itself with the tenants is

Views of the Wyndham under consbruction st 91-93 Bowery.

warning that it will try 1o block
the hatel epeaing I the tenants
aren't compensated, “That is
marally wrong,” says Christo-
pher Kul, executlve director of
Asian Amerdcans for Equality, an
advocacy group, “We will mobi-
Hze community opposition and
huodd protests,” he warns.

Br. Su, who also deweloped
the Wirkdsor Hotel in Chinatown,
dbdr't respond to requests for
comenent. Mr. Klein, his aticrmey,
said 128 Hester's owner spent
F200,00) on repairs angd that
“we do not believe we caused
the detericratbon of 128 Haster”
Mr. Klein also says that there
was a settlement offer made to
the temants that was “refected.”
Mr. Gorman, the tenants” lawyes,
says he knows of no such offer.

Evy Apostolatos, a spokes-
woman for Wyndham, declined
to comment on (Enanis’ de-
miands, noting that Mr. Su mmd
naot Wyndham is its developer
and owner, Wiyndham will be the
operator, she sxid.

The Wyndham is one of the
largest projects umder way in
Chiratown at a time when the
community i dealing  with
growth pressures, Groups are
fighting over whether the area
ghould ereate a business im-
provement district, an issue that
Is expected to be voted on this
sy by the City Coumell. Pro-
parenls say that it will suppart
economic  dovelopmant, Oppo-
nents warm that small hasinesses
vifll be hurt by the special as-
seggment fee that the dBEtriet

would change,

Some developers are prossing
the clty to make zaning changes
to permit high-rise offices and
apartments o Canal Sirest, Chi-
matown's mobn thoroughfare, Hut
alther groups are concerned that
development efforts might dam-
age Chinatown's sconomy and
hieritage.

The abte af the Wymdham
Gardend hatel used 1o be & Chi-
nase movio theater that shut in
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property, 91-83 Howwery, n 2006,
A couple of years later, 12B

# Hester St. was purchased,

[hp&.!ﬂ'lﬂ'l! determined rhat the
eomstruction of the hotel “was

1 directly responsible® for the un-

safe copditlon of 128 Hester 5t
The Buildings Department alsa
issued “multiple hazardous vio-
[atiomns" at 1288 Hester that “wers
never cured,” according to the
state ruling.

Supporters of rezoming Camal
Street say the area can handbe
more development. “Rezoning
within an appropriate confext,
relative to the meeds of the Chi-
nese community showld help to
biring new investment, buskness
and growth to Chinatown and
further help to revitslize the
ares, afiract new businesses, res-
idents and visitars, " says Gregg
Schenker, 3 co-mamaging partnes
at ABS Partmers Heal Estate,
which owns property in the ares.

Ifs. Apostolatos, LBe
Wyndham spokeswoman, Said in
an email that the hotel chain is
eager to be part of this growth,
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Buying, Holding Pays Off
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